How do people determine who they will vote for?

1. incumbents – candidate who currently is in office

a) better known – name recognition

2.  voting behavior of candidate

2. party – very important in voting (1910 –1964) party of former incumbent won 75% of the time.

3. Party affiliation has declined over the last 3 decades.

4. Issues

What factors go into determining if someone will vote or not?

Frequency – no other democracy has elections for lower chambers

Civic duty – one of responsibilities of citizenship

Alienation – feeling that the federal government does not care about people like them

Apathy – don’t care

Age – under 30 15% fewer turn out than older in pres. election

Education – more education more likely to vote (single best indicator)

Socioeconomic statues – bottom 1/3 less likely to vote than those at the top

Religion

Family – tend to stay the same as parents

Time-zone fallout

Voter turn-out

Italy 94%

US  52.6%  1984

1. only in US is registration the individual’s responsibility

2. registration done to stop political machines

3. some countries face fines if they do not vote (Italy, Australia)

4. less than 15% believed voting was an important part of citizenship (18-24) 88-89 study

