Sumer


What brought people to Mesopotamia?


1.  richness of the soil


2.  what did raiders do/



a.  assimilate (larger groups did this



b.  take and leave

Government:


1.  What type of government would have been the best for this small civilization?


Centralized – king;   otherwise too slow to respond to problems

A. Early on what were the battles over? 

1. boundary disputes 

2. water right on the canals 

3. King Agga of Kish - one of the first imperialists (may have even conquered Gilgamesh of Uruk) 

a. timber of north may have drew him 

 B. Sargon of Akkad 2350BC 

1. BC-BCE 2. AD-CE 


 
3. minerals (silver), timber drew his armies north and west 

4. grandson of  Sargon 

a. King of Four World Regions 

b. referred to himself as "the god" c. received extensive tribute 

5. internal disorder and communications destroyed the empire 

C. Hammurbi 

1. concerned about subjects 

2. introduced law to people - rule oflaw 

3. destroyed by raids from Hittites from Asia Minor 1595 

4. destruction of raiders - revolved around assimilating culture of captives 

C. 1 Famous families


1.  Ur- Abraham


2.  uruk – Gilgamesh

D. How have things changed since then? 

1. rulers given power by the people 

2. rulers still have power to destroy and take over 

3. may still received tribute 

4. more things change the more they stay the same 

E. Why is the development of writing important to the Sumerians and empires? 

1. record of tribute 

2. list of demands 

3. communication 

4. history of exploits - oral communication important, credible but creates disbelief today 

5. laws 

F.  Life

barter economy- barley medium of exchange 

a) value of lamb or ox standard unit 

b) silver later became medium of exchange 

c) 60 the basis - because of fractions 360 - very important derived from the circle

G. Death

a. Similar to Egypt the servants were killed when the master would die so as to assist him in the afterlife

i. Did not happen in Ur.  Why?

Army

1. King was head of army

2. chariots (made out of basket type material )pulled by donkeys (4)

3. infantry

4. bows and arrow (composite bow – could piece leather armor)  greater range than typical bow

5. spears, axes, clubs, lances

6. sickle swords

7. no armor – leather with some bronze; later developed plated armor with overlapping metal discs

8. copper helmets and rectangular shields

9. used phalanx fighting style

a. 8x6

b. Chariots used to disrupt lines

c. 2nd rider of chariot would through javelins and fight with sword

10. siege warfare

Winner of battles

1. take survivors as slaves

2. bodies left on field

If you were to attack Sumeria, what are your 3 best tactics for success?

1. disrupt food supply

2. encourage city-states to side with you

3. simply more powerful

4. get the priest on your side

