Crusades and the Big What Ifs?

Write a well thought out answer to the second question.


1.  What were the Crusades?

a. What would have been the effects if the Crusades never happened?

2. What areas did the Seljuk Turks invade in the 1050s-1071?

a. What would have happened if the Turks had allowed the Christians to travel to the Holy Land?

3. Who did Byzantine Emperor Alexius I ask for help to fight the Turks?

a. What if Alexius I was given a condition on the assistance provided by the Pope, what would it be and what would the results be?

4. Why did people go to fight in the Crusades?

5. Which Crusade did the Christians come close to winning?

a. What if the Christians won and were able to hold onto the Muslim territory in the Middle East?

6. What was the Middle East like during the life of Saladin?  What was he able to do?

a. What if the Crusaders never attacked the Middle East and only Africa?  What would the impact on the Middle East have been?  What would it have been like today?

7. What were the effects that the Crusades had on Europe economically?

a. What would have been the effects on Europe had a money economy not developed?

8. How did the Crusades affect the power of the monarchs and pope?

a. What would have been the effect if the Fourth Crusade had turned out positively?

9. Who was Marco Polo?

a. What game would people play in the pool if Marco Polo had never existed?

