President’s roles (make sure each student has defined them)

1. chief executive

2. commander in chief

3. chief agenda setter

4. representative of the nation

5. chief of state

6. foreign policy leader

7. party leader

Qualifications

1. native born

2. 35 years of age

3. US resident for 14 years

Background

1. white male Christians WASPS (White, Anglo-Saxon Protestants)

2. Gerraldine Ferraro VP with Mondale

3. Jesse Jackson has run several times (first realistic African American candidate)

4. educated – college grads

5. Protestant except for Kennedy

6. several lawyers

Terms:

4 years 

Salary/Benefits:

1. $400,000 – George W. Bush first to receive

2. VP $186,300

3. White House

4. Camp David

5. Air Force One

6. Clothing, food, decorating the White House allowances

7. Limo

8. Secret Service for life.  Only husband and wife.  If spouse divorces president.  Spouse gets to choose if he/she wants them.

Succession

1. VP

2. Speaker of the House

3. President Pro Tempore of the Senate

4. Sec. of State

Executive Powers

1. executing laws

a) executive orders  - instructions on how states should carry out and enforce laws

2. appointing officials

a)  senatorial courtesy

3. executive privilege 

a) executive privilege – president’s right not to hand over documents or to testify regarding matter that he or she believes are the executive branch’s confidential business

b) Watergate – Nixon had men break into the Democrat National Headquarters.  Unfortunately for Nixon, they were caught.  Nixon denied everything.   Finally, thanks to two reporters (Woodward and Bernstein) it was uncovered that Nixon did know about it.  It was later revealed that Nixon had taped all his conversations in the Oval Office and that this information was on tape.  He refused to give the information based on executive privilege.  He was later forced to give up the tapes.  He then resigned leaving Gerald Ford as president.  Ford then went on to pardon Nixon of crimes he committed in office.

4.  removal  - only for inefficiency, neglect of duty or malfeasance in office

Diplomatic powers


1.  make treaties – formal agreement with two or more sovereign states


2.  executive agreements – do not need formal treaty

3.  diplomatic recognition – official recognize the appropriate government of a people.  When Communists in China battled with the Nationalists in China, the US had to decide if they would recognize China if the Communists won.  The US decided to recognize Taiwan as China not mainland China.  The Nationalist government had escaped to Taiwan.  

Military Powers


Committing troops

a)  War Powers Act – President has 60 days to commit troops after that he needs congress’s approval; may be extended if for safety reasons

Judicial Powers


1.  reprieve – postpone carrying out of a person’s sentence


2.  pardon – forgiveness and frees the person


3.  commutation – lessens the sentence of a convicted person

Legislative powers


1.  Recommend legislation

a) State of the Union Address – President tells the people where the country is and where he wants to go in the upcoming year. One or two cabinet members stay behind in case the capitol is bombed in order to have a person available to become president.  

2.  vetoing legislation

3.  lobbying

