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President and Public Good

Page 183-186


How has the president’s power grown over the years?  In what ways are these “new” powers checked?

How does the president receive public support?  Why does he need it?

Why are nonelected officials and inefficiency a problem that plagues the presidency?

What are problems with the solutions for improving agency management in the following areas?


Performance Measures


Contracting Out


Privatization

With the following situations label each one a domestic or foreign policy issue.  Then write a 3-5 sentence statement on each one explaining how the president is handling the issue including how he/she will improve the situation.  Include knowledge from 183-186 when necessary.  

· The secretary of labor reports that the president's jobs program is not helping the economy as much as hoped. According to government figures, overall job figures are down 9%, although jobs just among minorities are up 6%. 

· The president's daughter was reading a book at a state dinner, which some regard as an insult to the president's foreign guests (this actually happened to President Carter). 

· The leader of US ally Luptova has begun massing troops on his border with US enemy Blarmoka. The two countries have a history of bad relations, and it would be advantageous for Luptova to take over Blarmoka, but the international community is against it. 

· The president's son was arrested while protesting pollution from an industrial plant run by a major contributor to the president's campaign. 

· According to a possibly-biased study by a women's group, the president's education policies have helped raise college enrollment overall by 4%, but enrollment among women is down 2%. 

· In an overly candid moment, the president's assistant for domestic policy publicly criticized the president's handling of domestic issues. 

 

