Day 3:  Form a government

Author:  William Flint

1. Divide students into group of 3,4,5 the larger groups should have bigger problems than the others.  

2. After groups are formed, tell students to form a government.

a) Who is the leader?

b) How did the leader become the leader?

c) Do the people have rights? Restrictions?

d) What do the people gain by having a government?

e) P. 4-7; 12-16 – were these provided?  Why or why not?

f) What type of government did you create? – p.  8-11

Notes:


What is needed to have a state or country?

a. population

b. territory

c. Government – What kind of government?  Characteristics?

d. sovereignty – total or absolute power

1. Popular sovereignty – people have total power.  Do we have that?  How so?

Origins of the state

1. Force Theory – one person or group forced the others to go along with their rules.  All of the other elements were present.  Ex. Mesopotamia

2. Evolutionary Theory – “evolved” out of the family – became a clan – became a tribe and gave up its nomadic ways.  Ex. Mesopotamia

a. What is a nomad?

b. Why did they give up nomadic ways? – religion, children

c. Hebrews were able to continue nomadic ways because they created a mobile worship center

3. Divine Right Theory – God had given those with the power to rule with the Mandate from Heaven – mandate is overwhelming majority agrees to go with the leaders or his ideas, God is the ultimate leader.  

Fat Cat syndrome – Ruler is obliged to treat his people as his children.  If he does not, and becomes lazy in how he provides for the people, the people can overthrow him and remove his family and himself from power.  The leader receives the new mandate from Heaven. Ex. China, Britain

4. Social Contract Theory – developed by John Locke and Thomas Hobbes 1500-1700s– Hobbes believed that humans existed in nature which was not pleasant, thus desiring something better they formed a government.  They would then have the power to remove themselves from the government if it was not providing them with what they want.  Problem:  For an unknown period of time the removal of government thrusts them back into nature or possibly a worse government:  Ex.  Maybe Iraq, Riots in L.A. 

Locke believed people had natural rights that the government will protect.   People have the right to govern because they approve it, not God.  

What were the steps to getting the US Constitution?

1. Magna Carter – King John of England was forced to sign and establish rule of law developed initially by Hammurabi.  

a. established limited government – the king could not do whatever he wanted.  The land owners, nobility obtained rights in regards to land and taxes.  

2. Advisory council of magna carta 
a. contained a lower house and an upper house – bicameral

b. Charles I made it official when he signed the Petition of Right

1. could no longer make decisions on his own such as

a. imprison people illegally

b. force citizens to house soldiers in their homes

c. establish military rule in times of peace

d. Paliament had to approve levy of taxes

3.  English bill of Rights  William of Orange

a. monarchy could rule without consent of parliament

b. petition the king without fear of punishment

c. free parliamentary elections

d. Parliament should rule without royal interference

e. Protect citizens rights.

