Scientific Revolution Sparks the Enlightenment
1. Due to developments in science people believed anything was possible through reason

2. natural law- rules discoverable by reason

a. Study human behavior and develop laws to solve problems

b. Immanuel Kant – describes era as Enlightenment

Hobbes and Locke Have Conflicting Views


1.  Hobbes believes in Powerful Government



a.   In Leviathan – people are naturally cruel, greedy and selfish



b.   Without laws people are mean and cruel



c.   People agreed to give up some freedom for order – social contract


d.   Absolute monarchy only type of government that can provide this


2.  Locke Advocates Natural Rights



a.   Believed people had certain rights that belonged to people from birth




1.  life




2.  liberty




3.  property



b.   People formed government to protect their natural rights



c.   Government has an obligation to the people it governs




1.  failure to live u to it means people can overthrow the government




2.  influences Ben Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison

The Philosophes (French philosophers)

1. Montesquieu Advances the idea of Separation of Powers

a. Best way to ensure liberty was to divide the powers of government between 3 branches

b. Each branch should serve as a check on the other two

2. Voltaire defends Freedom of Thought

a. Used wit to expose the injustices of the day

b. Fought for freedom of Speech – hated slave trade & religious prejudice

3. Diderot Edits the Encyclopedia

a. Gathered articles to challenge thought – change the way of thinking

4. Rousseau Promotes The Social Contract
a. People in their natural state were basically good

b. Natural Innocence corrupted by inequality of property

c. Government put minimal control on people 

i. Good of community over will of individual

5. Women Challenge the Philosophes

a. Women felt they were ignored

b. Mary Wollstonecraft in Britain – opinions were criticized

i. First duty a good mother, equal ed.; decide w/o will of husband

ii. Education was the only way women would have tools to participate with men in public

New Economic Thinking

1. Laissez Faire Replaces Mercantilism

a. Physiocrats support freed trades; oppose tariffs; laissez faire – little to no government involvement

2. Smith Argues for a Free Market

a. Scottish economist Adam Smith

b. The Wealth of Nations

c. Market should focus around supply and demand and not feel influence of government intervention
d. Government should protect society, administer justices and provide public works
