Mock Congress Bill Worksheet


Name_________________________

1. What issue will you be addressing in your bill?
2. Why is this issue important?  Why is a bill required to address the situation?

3. What special interest groups would have an interest in your bill and what is their position on this issue?  (For example: abortion = National Right to Life Coalition or Planned Parenthood) google it
5.  What current bills are already in Congress to deal with your issue (Name 2)?  What is the purpose of these bills?  Best place to locate this information is  www.congress.gov.  

6. What executive agency would be in charge of enforcing the law if its passed?  (Example: gun control = Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms) For info. Go to http://www.usa.gov/Agencies/Federal/Executive.shtml
7. What will your bill do to address the issue you are tackling?  Will this cost anything?

Mock Congress Bill – This assignment is a minimum course requirement.  
Parts to Include: Be sure to follow the guidelines of the sample bill that I provided in class.

1. Name, bill number, brief description (twice), date (due date), and title.

2. Number every line of the bill as shown in the sample bill.

3. Section 1: Title. The short title of your bill. Give your bill a name related to the topic and purpose of your bill.

4. Section 2: Purposes/Data.  Describe what the purpose is of your bill, and give date to back up why your bill is necessary.

5. Section 3: Eligibility.  If your bill involves terms of eligibility, you should include this section.   In other words, who will be benefiting from your bill: rich, poor, young, old, black, white, etc…

6. Section 4: Terms and Benefits. In this section, you should explain the extent and duration to which services will be provided under your bill.  
a. Which Americans would be affected by this bill? All? Only those under 18? Potential immigrants? Anyone with a driver's license?
b. What benefits or penalties would this bill create?
c. Who will enforce the terms of this bill? What executive agency will enforce it, and how will they do so?

d. How long will your bill be in effect? One year? Five?
7. Section 5: Funding/Fiscal Impact: If your legislation has a cost – and most do – state in this section from what source the required funding will come (fundraising is not an option, the government doesn’t hold bake sales).

Grading:
Bill


Typed

2
4
6
8
10


Data

1
5
10
15
20


Content


Adequate amount of lines
 
2
4
6
8
10


Complete exp.  Min. loopholes
2
4
6
8
10


Organization



2
4
6
8
10



Information is applicable

2
4
6
8
10


Effectiveness



2
4
6
8
10


Focused on specific topic/

2
4
6
8
10



Grammar/Spelling/Sentence Structure
2
4
6
8
10

1. Works Cited

2
4
6
8
10

2. Research Time: 15 points

a. Time wasted -5 each time.

3. Participation in Mock Congress 15 points

a. Professionally presented/summarized to class. 

b. Able to answer questions about your bill.

c. Participation during Committee debate and Floor debate.

  Model Government Congress

1st Session (Class Hour)


H.R. 1234

To establish a national and community service program as an 

incentive for post-secondary education.

IN THE MODEL GOVERNMENT CONGRESS

December X, 2013
Sponsored by 


A BILL

To develop programs that enhance school safety for our children. 


1 Be it enacted by the Members of the Model Government Congress 

2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. TITLE.  

4 This Act may be cited as the “National Service and Education Act of 2001.”

5 SECTION 2. PURPOSES

6 (1)  To renew the ethic of civic responsibility in the United States;

7 (2)  To enble young Americans to make a sustained commitment to service by

8 removing barriers to education that have been created by high education costs

9 and loan indebtedness;

10 (3) To replace the existing student loan programs with voluntary national

11 service requirement as the primary source of federal financial aid which would

12 eliminate banks and loan agencies from the loan process.  It would also diminish

13 the size of the annual student loan defaults, currently at $3 billion per year; 

14 (4)  To generate service to help meet human, educational, environmental, and

15 public safety needs, particularly in those areas where there is a shortage of help;

16 (5) To discover and encourage new leaders.  The Service Corps will be

17 established to accommodate national service in the following areas: 

18       (1) Civilian Service 

19       (2) Military Service.

20 SECTION 3. ELIGIBILITY.

21 An individual may serve if he or she 

22 (1) is a high school graduate or has a G.E.D.; 

23 (2) is a citizen of the United States; 

24 (3) is between 17 and 35 years of age; 

25 (4) is pursuing full time undergraduate status only.

SECTION 4.  TERMS AND BENEFITS OF SERVICE.

26 (1)  There is a voluntary requirement for community or national service to

27 repay the federal government for the vouchers for a college education; 

28 (2) There is no income or needs test to determine who gets the vouchers; 

29 (3) 2 full years of college = 1 year of full time community or national service for

30 civilians, or 9 months active duty for military service.  This can be pro-rated

31 accordingly.  Example:  1 full year of college = 6 months of community or

32 national service; 

33 (4) The maximum amount of money available through these educational

34 vouchers is 

35       (a) $6,000 per year for civilians for four years of college ($24,000 maximum.) 

36       (b) $5,000 per year for military personnel for four years college ($20,000

37 maximum.) 

38 (5) The participant will receive a stipend to cover living expenses while

39 performing national service:  $200 per week = $10,400 per year.

40 SECTION 5. FUNDING

41 The funding of this program will come from the replacement of the federal

42 financial aid program with the national service program.

43 SECTION 6.  ADMINISTRATION.

44 The Corporation for National Service is established to administer the National

45 Service program.  The Corporation shall be a Government corporation and

46 shall establish qualification criteria for different types of national service

47 programs for the purpose of determining whether such programs are eligible to

48 receive assistance.  This Corporation shall also administer the loan program.

49 SECTION 7.  AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS:

50 For purposes of carrying out this title, there are authorized to be appropriated

51 $7.7 billion for Fiscal Year 1995, and such sums as may be necessary thereafter. 

Bill Number Assigned by Mr. Flint





Brief, one-sentence description of the proposed legislation





 Your  Name Here





Each Line of the Bill Must Be Numbered





Repeat the description listed above





Lines 1&2 are the same for every bill





Determine what you want your bill to be called.





List all the purposes of your legislation in this section





If applicable:  Who is eligible to benefit from your legislation?





Further define the terms of your legislation here, if needed.





If your legislation has a cost – and most do – state in this section from what source the required funding will come.





What agency or department of the federal government will be responsible for administering the legislation








