Medical Marijuana and Federalism


Name_________________________

1. According to the 9th District Court in Gonzales vs. Raich, does Congress have the power to regulate medical marijuana using its power to regulate interstate commerce?  Explain.

2. The Supreme Court ruled that the federal government could regulate state medical marijuana laws.  How do they justify this expansion of power?

3. What did the Justice Department tell federal prosecutors about medical marijuana last month? 


4. What effect do you predict this change in policy may have on the thirteen states that currently have laws permitting medical marijuana use, as well as those five states which are considering such laws? Other states? 


5. What are constitutional arguments for and against the Justice Department’s change in policy?


6. What is your opinion on the Justice Department’s announcement, and what is your constitutional reasoning?

