World Studies Guidelines

Mr. Flint 2013-2014

Welcome!  I hope you enjoy this year and learn something new each day.  If you feel overwhelmed or do not understand something please do not hesitate to ask for assistance.  Please do not feel like you cannot ask a question, talk to me or express dislike in an appropriate way.  Just think before you speak and be respectful.  

Description of the course: 
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World Studies is a study in world history with a concentration in geography.  The course begins with the events of prehistory and culminates with present day or as close to that as possible.  The focus of the class revolves around:

· Significant events
· Alternative decisions and possible impact

· Comparison and contrast

· Connection to today

· Key or pivotal decisions

· Events, issues of global impact

· Systems of human organizations

· Development/growth of world religions

· Regional interactions

· Political /economic structures

Guidelines of the class:

Mr. Flint’s responsibilities to the class – 


I will be respectful, understanding, and fair to every student.  I expect to be treated the same.  Attempt to make the class enjoyable but at the same time help us to learn something new everyday.  Try to explain things to the best of my ability and have patience at the same time.  Listen to the students while keeping an open mind to all of your ideas.  I will disagree with you, but not belittle you for your opinions.  I will attempt to write all assignments on the board and leave homework out for a student if they missed a class.  To help you prepare for a test we will have review time and a study guide.  I will also offer 1-on-1 help to any student who needs it; I don’t want anyone to fail.  Some tests may or may not include essays.  I will offer grade reports every two weeks or sooner if requested by student during non-class time.  They may also be viewed on the internet.

Students’ responsibilities to the class/ Mr. Flint –
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Be respectful to the class, yourself and Mr. Flint.  Be responsible for your property and actions.  Be on time and come prepared for class.  Language and attitude will be helpful and not attacking.  Please be aware of what you are saying i.e. I find it very disrespectful when students are disrespectful with the uses of God and Jesus.  Please be conscious of that.  Do not touch things (people too) that do not belong to you.  Pay attention in the class; do not talk when Mr. Flint is addressing the class or put your head down.  Keep the room clean!! During a class discussion interact as much as possible, don’t interrupt anyone, and listen to others thoughts.  Follow the directions given by Mr. Flint.  Do all of your homework and turn it in on time.  When you are assigned a reading assignment, you need to actually read it.  You will have many reading assignments.  If you are absent from the class pick up your work the day you return to class.  When you are assigned homework/papers do on your own unless instructed otherwise.  I believe you have an obligation not only to yourself to learn and be productive, but also to everyone else.           

Consequences for inappropriate behavior: 

Warning/15 second intervention for mean/aggressive behavior
Conference with me

Referral/detention

Discussion with parent/guardian

***** I reserve the right to move to a more severe consequence *****

Preparation:

Your job is to learn.  Please be willing. It is ok to be confused as long as you don’t stay that way.  In order to do this, use must have with you at all times the following items:  pencil/pen (black, blue, no light colors), notebook (70 page spiral), textbook.  Failure to do so may result in a grade reduction.  If this is a problem, see me.  I will gladly assist you any way I can.  Please ask if you need assistance with an assignment, project, even studying for a test.  
Grading: 

Specific percents are in your student handbook.  I attempt to have homework/group projects equal 35% of your grade and tests 65%.  Therefore, I emphasize effort and knowledge mastered.  I do not round grades except for the final grade which may be rounded up from .7%.  Students who choose not to participate, help fellow students, do homework when assigned will not have grades rounded.
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Exams/Tests/Projects:  Students will receive a study guide for the exam two weeks prior to the exam.  Test study guides will be given at least, most times much earlier, two days prior to test.  Rubrics will be given to students prior to project assignment or within 1 week.  There will be a pre and post test which counts as a grade.  Tests cannot me made up. (
Makeup Work:

If you miss a day it is best to get your missed work before school starts or after.  Ask a classmate for notes if they were given when you missed.  If you missed a group activity you may have a different assignment than the rest of the class since group activities are difficult to do with one person.  If you miss a test you will receive a different test with a possibility that it will be a different structure.  Do not procrastinate.  Under normal circumstances you have 1 class day for every class day you were absent, otherwise ask.   Tests must be made up within one week of the original assigned date of the test.  Tests must be made up before or after school, so do not miss test days if you cannot stay.  

Cheating: 

Homework may be done together but not copied.  This means someone may clarify a question, possibly help you find an answer, not give a classmate your assignment to copy.  Identical homework will earn zeroes.  Papers, tests, activities are to be done on your own unless told otherwise.  None of this can be made up.  Zeroes on tests or papers can easily decrease you G.P.A. by one letter or more.  Plagiarism is continually a problem.  Anything over four words must be in quotes.  Ideas and content must be given due credit.  Excessive plagiarism on a paper will result in a zero.  All works involving research must include a work cited and in text citations.  

Late Work: 

In order to make up homework you need to do the assignment and stay after for 30 min. in order to earn 70% of the value.  Please take advantage of this if you fall behind.  This needs to be made up within 2 weeks of missing the assignment and must be done 1 week prior to the end of the quarter.
Leaving the class:  

In order to leave the class, one pass is available.  I only allow one person to go to the bathroom at a time.  If you constantly need to go to the bathroom, have a parent/doctor write me a note about your condition.  Otherwise, you will not be going.  You will need to sign out and sign in, failure to return with the pass or in a realistic amount of time will earn grounding.  The sheet will be by the door.  If you do not return with the pass or it is destroyed, a referral will be sent to the office and it will count as malicious destruction of property.  
Sub behavior:  

I emphatically demand that your behavior when subs are here is much better than when I have you in class.  This is on your best day, by the way.  Violation of this policy will be at least 1 hr. after school.  If you cannot be here after school, do not have your name written down.   Extra credit may be offered based on sub report.   

Detention:  

If you happen to earn a detention and do not show up, you will need to come the next day for double the amount of time. You must fulfill your detention time 48 hours from time of the offense.  Failure to do so will receive a referral and you will need to spend the time in the office.  
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Miscellaneous:  
Water and gum are acceptable.  Homework will average 30 minutes for the average student.  Writing on desks will require students to stay after and clean all of them.  Periodically we will review these rules and discuss any changes that need to take place.  That does not mean they will.
Book online:  The text book can be located online at phschool.com.  Username:  hanoverhorton  Password:  comets

*** Required attendance as per the policy in the student handbook.***


