Day four:  Geography and ancient history

1. Students will create a drawing of a geographic area and describe on the back the effects it will have on the city-state or empire.

a. students must learn about the religion, lifestyle, government of ancient Mesopotamian city states in order to assess the situation appropriately.  

b. draw Mesopotamia and make the same descriptions

c. describe what the people are like there; what their government, culture is like.

2.  Trade – explain how you would ravage this society like the Assyrians.  

Notes:  Sumeria/Mesopotamia (land between the rivers)

1.  Why so much cultural diffusion in Mesopotamia?



a.  no natural barriers


A.  Early on what were the battles over?

1. boundary disputes

2. water right on the canals

3. King Agga of Kish – one of the first imperialists (may have even conquered Gilgamesh of Uruk)

a. timber of north may have drew him

B. Sargon of Akkad 2350BC

1. BC – BCE

2. AD – CE

3. minerals (silver), timber drew his armies north and west

4. grandson of Sargon

a. King of Four World Regions

b. referred to himself as “the god”

c. received extensive tribute

5. internal disorder and communications destroyed the empire

C. Hammurabi

1. concerned about subjects

2. introduced law to people  - rule of law

3. destroyed by raids from Hittites from Asia Minor 1595

4. destruction of raiders – revolved around assimilating culture of captives

D. How have things changed since then?

1. rulers given power by the people

2. rulers still have power to destroy and take over

3. may still received tribute 

4. more things change the more they stay the same

E.  Why is the development of writing Cuneiform important to the Sumerians and empires?

1. record of tribute

2. list of demands

3. communication

4. history of exploits – oral communication important, credible but creates disbelief today

5. laws

F. Life

1. barter economy- barley medium of exchange 

a) value of lamb or ox standard unit

b) silver later became medium of exchange

c) 60 the basis  - because of fractions 360 – very important derived from the circle.  

G. Weapons

1. spear thrusting not throwing, stone ax, maybe long bow (flint tipped arrows)

2. Jericho – protected settlement with wall and moat 7000 B.C.

a. have to think this was not the norm and no proof that it was due to emphasis in the Bible

3. Sumer had citizen soldiers organized into phalanxes 60 – 80 people; not the phalanxes Greek time

4. infantry weapon – mace or skull cracker; light poll axe used as well.

5. Composite bow – developed by Akkadians in 2300

6. Assyrians – ruthless killers – iron swords, combined infantrymen and archers

a. knew the Assyrians had been there because they left theirs kills on poles on the road outside of town.  

b. along with the Hittites the Assyrians used chariots but not with horses – donkeys, later changed to horses

c. took captives and transported them back to Nineveh or their cities 

d. continued Mesopotamian culture when it could have been wiped out by barbarian tribes or just ceased to exist

e. sent in spies

f. professional army

g. studied the enemy – where to build roads, cross rivers, drum up support with talks of unrest in city; i.e. flooded Babylon – diverted the Euphrates to the streets and killed most of the men, women and children

h. created the Great Library of Nineveh – destroyed soon after – nomads invaded

side note – Could there be any connection between the ziggurat and leaving of Abraham’s people.

