It's now illegal to smoke in public in Michigan: Do you notice any difference?

By Jackson Citizen Patriot staff 

May 02, 2010, 8:02AM
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Ray Hopp smokes a cigarette last month at The Crazy Cowboy, 215 S. Mechanic St. As of Saturday, smoking is not allowed in Michigan restaurants.  It's now illegal to smoke in public places in Michigan, because of a state law that took effect Saturday.

Have you eaten out since then? Have you been bowling? Do you plan to soon? Share your experiences and observations on the new smoking ban here.

The Jackson Citizen Patriot will be writing more about the smoking ban and its impact. If you would be willing to speak to a reporter, also send an e-mail with your full name and daytime phone number to jcpnews@citpat.com. 
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Posted by jwdeluxe
May 02, 2010, 8:36AM

The state is just keeping up with the times. When I was in high school teachers smoked in the teachers' lounge. Who could imagine that today? Some day it will be just as hard to imagine that people actually smoked in restaurants. 




Posted by fonzarelly
May 02, 2010, 9:00AM

I noticed from going to 3 different bars last night that they were unusually dead, good job state of michigan you just hurt and possibly put thousands of business's, out of business. 




Posted by naprah
May 02, 2010, 9:24AM

This is what gets me people complaining about second hand smoke, but here is a statistic I ran across. Statistics tell us that drinking while driving kills over 17,000 a year. That is in addition to the violence that that is forced on others that comes from being drunk. Second hand smoke deaths are ESTIMATED at 3,000
Why are the figures for second hand smoke an estimate?
I believe that no one has been able to PROVE that Second hand smoke was the actual culprit. There are so many pollutants in the air, how can anyone tell.
The people that say they will now go to these places because there will be no smoking will they continue to frequent these businesses or was that just big talk, and also I wonder how many of these people that complained about smoke in all actuality smoke marijuana and did any one mention that continual drinking pickles the liver. 




Posted by pontleau
May 02, 2010, 11:07AM

Actually, the American Cancer Society estimates that 46,000 nonsmokers living with a smoker will die from heart disease every year. And another 3,400 nonsmokers living with a smoker will die from lung cancer every year. Yes, it's an estimate, but statistics are statistics. It's not just coincidence. 


And drunk-driving? That already IS illegal, so how is that at all relevant to this discussion? 


And speaking of irrelevant content: care to elaborate on how cannabis smokers have anything to do with this? I'm just curious.


As a former smoker, YES I WILL frequent bars/restaurants that I'd previously given up on because of the smoke. Less than 15% of the US smokes, so LOGIC says, cater to the majority. Which is exactly what we've done. I'm proud of Michigan for standing up for the health of its citizens and workers. Leaving it up to the business owners to make the right decision (i.e. ban smoking) obviously wasn't working, which is why the ban was necessary. Go to any other state (shouldn't be hard, there are 37 of them) and ask them if business is down, and I'm sure most will agree...business is good.




Posted by Jackson
May 02, 2010, 9:57AM

We went to a sports bar in Rives Junction last night. Waited an hour for a table, but every one sitting at the bar where in great spirits, laughing and chatting with everyone. The grouches must have stayed home, they sure were not missed. The air was sweet as new hay, what a treat.




Posted by tpcerock
May 02, 2010, 9:57AM

Yesterday, for the first time in ages, I left the laundromat with my freshly-washed laundry NOT smelling like an ashtray. Regardless of what people like to say, the state has absolutely not taken away people's right to smoke - all it has done is stopped people from smoking indoors in businesses. No businesses are going to fold simply because people can't smoke indoors. Several other states in the US have gone smoke-free in businesses and their economy has not collapsed from it. I have friends in England, a country has been smoke-free for years. When my Brit friends found out that smoking in businesses was still allowed here up until yesterday and that not all states have similar laws yet, their reaction?I quote: "There goes America's reputation as 'the most progressive country in the world.' " 




Posted by username82
May 02, 2010, 10:09AM

Even as a nonsmoker, I am enraged by this ban. A ban is nothing more than taking away the rights of the people. The last time I checked THIS WAS AMERICA! Being American means nothing anymore. We are not free people. We live in a Nanny State that wants to do nothing more than control us and tell us what we can and can't do. Michigan has slit it's own throat on this one. Now where will people go that they will be able to smoke and socialize indoors. Their own house. There is a reason that this law went into effect at the beginning of Spring. People don't feel so bad about going outdoors to smoke right now. Just wait until the winter. I would like to see how many of the bars around here are still in business this time next year. 

I am sick of this government going out of their way to control every aspect of our lives. We have veterans who were willing to give their lives to protect our freedom only to have our elected leaders take it away. So much for having pride in our country, state, or even community for that matter. 

It is time for a march on the capital. The people need to get the message across that we are sick of this garbage that our officials are pushing through into law. Why is our government out to make our already S**tty state worse off than it already is. First we'll move all of the jobs away from Michigan. Then we'll tell them they are maxed out on their unemployment bennefits. Then we'll take away their rights one by one. And then when they want to light up a smoke because they are too stressed out about the state of the local economy, we'll tell them they have to do it in their own house, with the blinds pulled and the doors locked. Give me a break. What a joke Michigan... What a joke.




Posted by gregwilson
May 02, 2010, 10:10AM

If you enjoy smoking and don't want to stand outside huddled around an ash tray or barrel, especially if it's raining, snowing or cold and windy - just take your money and drive to Firekeepers or other nearby casino and enjoy the bar, the entertainment, the food and.....a smoke!! All inside, where it's warm and cozy and spellbinding. Apparently, casino employees must be a lower form of life in the eyes of the legislators in Lansing - both the R's and the D's.

Greg Wilson




Posted by pontleau
May 02, 2010, 10:53AM

It's not that casino employees are a "lower life form," tribal casinos are unaffected by the state ban. Exemptions were made for the three Detroit casinos in order to stay competitive. And even then, smoking is only allowed on the gambling floor...it's banned in the casino's bars, hotels and restaurants. So if you need an inside smoke badly enough to drive all the way to a casino, make sure you bring some quarters.




Posted by bb54
May 02, 2010, 10:34AM

Jackson The sports bar in Rives Junction has always been smoke free.
It serves food it should be smoke free. I agree restaurants should
not allow smoking but bars, I think their going a little to far with their
stupid laws.




Posted by tis_himself
May 02, 2010, 1:40PM

Hey username82! Seems like you oughta move - whats keepin' ya? 
I for one just came from a restaurant that I walked out of last year because it was so small the non-smoking section was cloudy with cigarette smoke. It was a great meal - this brings Michigan level with other modern civilizations and I am proud to be a Michigander. 




Posted by jeffs1
May 02, 2010, 11:14AM

Yes, did notice a difference, this state like many others is moving in the authoritarian direction. There's absolutely no justification for the state and supporters of this ban to force businesses that allowed smoking into this type of compliance, no one was forcing the non smokers to frequent these places. This is a good example of government intrusion into the lives of citizens. Let this slide, and you better get ready for a tsunami of similar laws.




Posted by momtomax
May 02, 2010, 12:11PM

whoo hoo..I might actuallly be able to go out to eat now! and take my children. There is nothing worse then coming home from an eveing out and having to shower just to get the cigaret stink off of you. Not to mention having to break out the inhalers just to be able to breathe again.




Posted by donjeremy
May 02, 2010, 1:03PM

Mom,
There have been many restaurants that were totally smoke free before this ban. Those restaurants made a choice to only serve non-smoking customers so there have been places for you to go.

Now will you take your children out to a bar until 1:30 in the morning to see live music since there are now prohibited from allowing smoking? Unless of course they are the 3 Detroit casinos that will contribute to the politician's campaigns this fall.

DJ




Posted by another bill
May 02, 2010, 12:59PM

As a previous HEAVY smoker all I can say is I feel sorry for all who can't stand to go a short time without your PASSIFIER, for crying out loud.

