Foreign Policy situation

12-12-07

You have been assigned one of the 10 roles along with a partner or more.  As part of this body you must determine what action or recommendation to make to the president or allies in regards to these dilemmas.  The press should be taking information on the days events; they are then responsible for a 5 min. news report on the day’s events.  This may include an editorial.  

Press:  news reports roughly every 35min. 

Introductory and recap news report at the end of class and beginning.


Last news report draw some conclusions about what went well and what did not.  
Also draw some conclusions about foreign policy and conflict resolution.

Congress:  discuss amongst each other what should be done in regard to these events.  If the president wants to spend money or troops, he has to confer with you or you may not allocate funds to the undertaking.  Write up your own policy statement so you are prepared when the president comes to talk to you.

Soviet Union: refuses to meet with anyone but US allies, American president, or the UN.

DOD, State Dept., Presidential Advisors, CIA – You may meet with the president only.  If the president wants you to meet with others you may at his request.  

President – You make the final decision.  Foreign Policy and the development is almost solely your responsibility.  Take what others say into account and make a decision.  Start to construct your own though.  

Write up each policy.  Assign one person to write the policy and the other to be the messenger.  Then trade roles.  In your foreign policy statement include: 

1. Goals you will accomplish

2. Foreign Policy principle

3. Negatives you may face

4. Solution to dilemma

5. What won’t you say to the press.  

** Develop an effective policy to discuss with appropriate people.  Base this on the foreign policy goals and principles.  Come to a consensus.  If the president or congress does not agree retool based on their suggestions.   Yes, I know you don’t have all the information, but a lot of the time neither do the actual leaders.  

Situations:

1. Vladimir Putin has been removed from office after a coup by Kremlin hard-liners.  The new president and Communist party leader Gennady Zyganov has ordered Soviet troops to crack down on Lithuania, Chechnya, Georgia, and other breakaway republics.  In violence reminiscent of that in Czechoslovakia in 1968 and Hungary in 1956 Soviet troops massacre thousands of people who demonstrate for freedom.  Lithuanian president, Valdas Adamkus escapes to the American embassy where he applies for political asylum.  The Soviets threaten further reprisals against Lithuania if Valdas Adamkus is not turned over to them, charging that he has committed crimes against the state by heading an illegal independence movement.  

2. Western Europe

Following the coup to remove Putin from office, Zyganov has ordered Soviet arms control negotiators to take a hard-line position in talks with Americans.  Despite the fact that some Soviet troops have been removed form Eastern Europe, the CIA reports suspicious troop movements in the former Warsaw Pact countries.  And, in what the Soviets refer to as “normal naval exercises” large numbers of ships and submarines are detected on the coasts off NATO countries.  Meanwhile, the Soviets complain that the US has not followed its pledge to halt production of chemical and biological weapons and is continuing to produce chemical weapons at what the US refers to as a “fertilizer plant” in Dubuque.  

3. Middle East

Following the collapse of the Middle East peace conference, Israel decided not to allow a Palestinian state on the West Bank and, with the approval of the US, uses harsher measures (rumored to include chemical and biological weapons) to break down the Palestinian uprising. In response, Arab states threaten an oil boycott of the US (which is already suffering since a second tanker accident completely blocked the flow of oil from Alaska).  The Soviet Union is aiding the boycott by purchasing oil from the Arabs.  It is reported that, in return for this help, the United Arab Emirates will allow the Soviet Union to construct a major naval base on the Straits of Hormuz, giving the Soviets control of the Persian Gulf, the travel route of much of the world’s oil.  

4. North Korea

The United States has vigorously attempted to halt the production of nuclear weapons around the world.  North Korea was one of the successful diplomatic actions of the US.  However, matters have changed and the North Koreans have successfully tested a nuclear weapon.  Problems still lie in the deployment and magnitude of the weapon.   Their technology to launch the weapon is approximately 2 years away.   Russia, however, is willing to up North Korea’s technology, which would give them a nuclear weapon in 6 months.  Russia in return would receive a very beneficial trade agreement.    

5.  Darfur

For several years now the area within the Sudan, known as Darfur, has been and is being obliterated by the Janjeweed and the Sudanese government.  Four hundred thousand (400,000) native Sudanese have been killed and over 2 million people have been displaced.  Rapes, destruction, burning of villages, killing of parents, killing of children, beatings, and basic ruining of lives are some of the daily events that occur there.  The UN has sent in protectors that are not allowed to fight and the African nation has sent in troops, but that is not nearly enough.  Genocide is taking place and the world watches.  

