Magna Carta – King John forced to sign Great Charter – first time king’s power was limited.  Established rule of law where no one was above the law.  

a. nobles must approve charter

b. people had a right to trial 

c. king could not imprison or take property 

Petition of Right – Parliament tried to make Charles I sign this in 1628.  He refused and was killed.  It said:

1. People could not be imprisoned illegally

2. Citizens could not be forced to house troops

3. Could not establish military rule during peacetime

4. Parliament must give approval before the king could levy taxes

English Bill of Rights – They threw out James II because he wouldn’t sign this.  They then got Mary (James’ daughter) and her husband William of Orange from the Netherlands to come to England, sign the document, and become King and Queen.  This is known as The Glorious Revolution.  This Bill of Rights gave more protection to the citizens by 

1. giving them the right to petition the king without fear

2. the king could not have an army without parliament’s approval

New England Confederation – colonies agreed to work together to fight against Indian attacks


1.  if one objected ruined the power of the group

Albany Plan of Union – Benjamin Franklin was the founder of this idea.  The goal was to protect the colonies from Indians and French by enabling them to do the following:

1. establish a council for the colonies

2. levy taxes

3. raise an army

4. regulate trade with the Indians

5. problems – distance, British reject it, different cultures

First Continental Congress – 1774 set up to tell the king the colonists were upset with the Acts being put on them.  For example:

Stamp Act - tax on paper goods (if the paper was stamped it was legal)

Intolerable Acts - gave some of the colonies’ land to Canada, closed the Bridge Harbor, 

     allowed soldiers to be quartered in homes 

They were also upset about taxation without representation.  This makes sense in our government because as an example, a representative from Michigan does not represent the people of California, so he is not going to ask for taxes from California to be used in Michigan.  However in Britain a representative in Parliament represented the entire nation and the colonies regardless of what region they were elected from.  (The students need to be able to see both sides of this)

The colonists did not want independence at this time, they just wanted these changes. They still wanted to be British citizens.  The delegates agreed to meet again. 

Lexington and Concord – 1775 – first battle of the Revolutionary War

Second Continental Congress – 1776 The original purpose for meeting a second time was to reevaluate if things were improving.  However, by this time the Revolutionary War had already begun because things had not gotten better.  So at this time they wrote the Declaration of Independence.

Declaration of Independence – gave unalienable rights – life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

     happiness  

Articles of the Confederation  – 1777 (ratified in 1781) established our first government.  It was a confederate government and had many problems.  Confederate means it is a loosely knit group of states that comes together for a common goal.  Not a strong central government.
