Equal Rights Amendment



Name_________________________
In 1789, the first Congress of the United States established the existence of specific individual rights by creating a Bill of Rights to be amended to the Constitution.  In each session of Congress, a number of constitutional amendments have been proposed, but few are passed to be ratified by the states (only 27 amendments total).  In 1972, Congress passed the Equal Rights Amendment, but by 1982, it fell three states short of ratification.  ERA supporters have re-introduced the amendment in every term since 1982 without success.  Still the simple words embodied in the amendment are both powerful and controversial:

Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged 

by the United States or by any state on account of sex.

Directions: Using the blue Government book (page 52-53), answer the following questions.
Questions to consider:

1. What rights are protected in the ERA?

2. If the ERA were to be ratified as a constitutional amendment, what changes, if any would occur in American society?

3. Why do you think the ERA has evoked such controversy?  Brainstorm several pro’s and con’s for passing the amendment.

Pro’s:

Con’s
4. It is widely believed - even by its supporters- that for an equal rights amendment to be passed today, the original must be scrapped and the process begun anew.  Do you think an equal rights amendment is necessary and should be included in the Constitution?

