Marriage


Joanna did not protest when, in 1496, she was sent off by her parents to marry the Archduke Philip the Handsome 

Philip I of Castile
Philip I , known as the Handsome or the Fair, was the son of Maximilian I, Holy Roman Emperor...


, Duke of Burgundy 

Duke of BurgundyDuke of Burgundy was a title borne by the rulers of the Duchy of Burgundy, a small portion of traditional lands of Burgundians west of river Saône which in 843 was allotted to Charles the Bald's kingdom of West Franks.-Bosonid dynasty:...
, son of the Holy Roman Emperor  The Holy Roman Emperor is a term used by historians to denote a Middle Ages ruler, who as German King had in addition received the title of "Emperor of the Romans" from the Pope of the Holy Roman Church, and after the 16th century, the elected monarch governing the Holy Roman Empire, a Central...


Maximilian I 

Maximilian I, Holy Roman EmperorMaximilian I of Habsburg was King of the Romans from 1493 and Holy Roman Emperor from 1508 until his death, but had ruled jointly with his father for the last ten years of his father's reign, from circa 1483... 
and his first wife, Mary of Burgundy Mary of BurgundyMargaret, Duchess of Savoy|house=House of Valois-Burgundy|father=Charles the Bold|mother=Isabella of Bourbon|date of birth=13 February 1457|place of birth=Brussels, Brabant|date of death=|place of death=Castle of Wijnendale, Flanders...
. Juana was married off by proxy A proxy marriage is when the bride and the groom are getting married separately, but are getting married to each other.-History:It was common for European monarchs and nobility to be wed by proxy marriage. A famous example of this is the marriage of Napoleon I of France to Marie Louise, Duchess of...


 in the city of Valladolid 

Valladolid||-||} is a historic city and municipality in north-central Spain, upon the Pisuerga River and within the Ribera del Duero wine-making region. It is the capital of the province of Valladolid and of the autonomous community of Castile and Leon.- Etymology :...
, where her parents were married. In August 
 of that year, Joanna said farewell to her family in the port-town of Laredo 

Laredo, CantabriaLaredo is a town in the Northern Spanish province and autonomous community of Cantabria.Located between the cities of Santander and Bilbao, Laredo is known in the region and nationally for "La Salvé", its 5 km long beach and for the historic part of town dating back to Roman times...
, never to see her siblings again; she would, however, see her father again, although she did not know it as she didn't have plans to return to Spain again. The family was saddened to have to say good-bye. Joanna's older sister, Isabella had been married off six years prior to Alfonso of Portugal; however, the differences between the Spanish culture and that of the Low Countries
The Low Countries, the historical region of de Nederlanden, are the countries on low-lying land around the delta of the Rhine, Scheldt, and Meuse rivers...


 was far greater than that of Portugal 

PortugalPortugal , officially the Portuguese Republic , is a country located in southwestern Europe on the Iberian Peninsula. Portugal is the westernmost country of mainland Europe and is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean to the west and south and by Spain to the north and east...
. Joanna was saddened to leave Spain and nervous about her new life and marriage (she was sixteen years old at the time); her mother consoled her as much as possible in their last moments together by giving her words of advice on life, marriage, and womanhood.  Nonetheless, Joanna began her journey to Flanders  [image: image1.jpg]


Flanders is the community of the Flemings but also one of the institutions in Belgium, and a geographical region located in parts of present-day Belgium, France, and the Netherlands...


on 22 August. She and Philip met in Lier  

Lier, BelgiLier is a municipality located in the Belgian province of Antwerp. The municipality comprises the city of Lier proper and the village of Koningshooikt. On January 1 2006 Lier had a total population of 33,272. The total area is 49.70 km² which gives a population density of 669 inhabitants per..
, just north of Brussels Brussels , officially the Brussels Region or Brussels-Capital Region , is the de facto capital city of the European Union and the largest urban area in Belgium...
. It turned out that Philip's nickname was accurate, and with Joanna herself being quite a beauty, the two fell irrevocably in love with one an other at first sight. They begged to be married the night of their first meeting, so they could consummate their marriage without any delay. Between 1498 and 1507 she gave birth to six children, two emperors and four queens. Arguably the most important one was Charles V  [image: image2.jpg]



Charles V was ruler of the Holy Roman Empire from 1519 and, as Charles I of Spain, of the Spanish realms from 1516 until his abdication in 1556...


in 1500.

Obsession With Her Husband

The early stages of Joanna and Philip's relationship were quite passionate, and the feeling was mutual. However, as time passed, the two began to realize how different their personalities were, especially Philip. Philip was threatened by his wife's loyalty to all things Spanish - especially her parents' politics. Juana did not like the way Philip bossed her around, and his dishonesty bothered her above all. Philip began looking to bed other women, which infuriated Joanna. She would throw temper tantrums over his fondness for other women. One lady-in-waiting had her long hair shorn by Joanna herself after she discovered she had been bedded by her husband; Joanna deposited the beautiful tresses on Philip's pillow as a kind warning. She also indulged in love-potions and spells to keep her husband faithful. Eventually, Joanna replaced all of her ladies-in-waiting, because they were too pretty, with less attractive ones. It was at this point that Joanna truly began to exhibit insanity, which ran in her family; her maternal grandmother, Isabel, was declared insane and locked away in Arévalo. 

Arévalo
[image: image3.jpg]



Arévalo is a municipality in Spain, it is situated in the province of Ávila and is part of the autonomous community of Castile and León. The name came from Celtic word arevalon, meaning "place near the wall."-Regional importance:...


Philip's death


By virtue of the agreement of Villafáfila, the procurators of the Cortes met in Valladolid on 9 July. On 12 July, they swore Philip and Juana together as kings, and their son Charles 

Charles V, Holy Roman EmperoCharles V was ruler of the Holy Roman Empire from 1519 and, as Charles I of Spain, of the Spanish realms from 1516 until his abdication in 1556...
 as their inheritor.
This arrangement did not last long. On 25 September 1506 Philip died suddenly of typhus  Epidemic typhus is a form of typhus so named because the disease often causes epidemics following wars and natural disasters...
fever in the city of Burgos Burgos is a city of northern Spain, at the edge of the central plateau, with about 178,000 inhabitants in the city proper and another 15,000 in its suburbs. It is the capital of the province of Burgos, in the autonomous community of Castile and Léon...


; at the time, some suspected he was poisoned by his father-in-law, Ferdinand, who was never too fond of him and never really wanted to share power with him. Joanna was pregnant with her sixth child. She made attempts to secure her rights to rule alone, in her own name; however her arrogance and coldness made some of the important people in the realm resent her, which along with the rumours of her mental instability and the unwillingness of the men around her to accept her rights doomed the endeavour. By 20 December 1506, she had quietly abandoned Burgos, heading for the village of Torquemada. By now, she was being characterized as "lost, without any sense", although among others her Secretary, Juan Lopez, declared her "more sane than her mother". She refused to trust Spanish women, even going so far as sending for a midwife from Flanders to assist in her delivery, and was characterized as refusing to abandon her dead husband's corpse. She would periodically have Philip's casket opened so that she might embrace his decaying body. The funeral train had to travel during the night only because Joanna said, " a widow who has lost the sun of her own soul should never expose herself to the light of day." One night, the procession came to rest at a convent, but Joanna didn't let any woman near her husband - even if they were nuns. She ordered the coffin be taken from the monastery and out to the open fields, where she slept beside it all night. Meanwhile, the country fell into disorder. Her heir, Charles, was a six-year old child being raised in his aunt's care in far-off Flanders; her father, Ferdinand, remained in his own dominions, allowing the crisis to reach a head. A regency council under Archbishop Cisneros was set up (against the Queen's orders) but it was unable to manage the growing public disorder; plague and famine devastated the kingdom, with supposedly half the population perishing of one or the other; and the Queen was unable to secure the funds she required to shore up her power. In the face of this, Ferdinand returned to Castile in July 1507: a coincidental remission of the plague and famine quieted the instability, but left an impression that the health of the Kingdom had been restored by the return of Ferdinand.
