Chapter 16 sec 5

Peter the Great & Catherine the Great


· not well educated but very curious
A. Journey to the West

a. Saw how people lived – homes, art galleries,

b. Medicine/parliament

c. Westernized Russia – forcing Russians to live – autocrat

B. Controlling the Church and Nobles

a. Goals

i. Strengthen the military

ii. Expand Russian borders

iii. Centralize royal power

b. Controlled Russian Orthodox Church

c. Boyars, landowning nobles, forced to serve the state – change their appearance

i. Kept serfs and land

C. Modernizing with Force

a. Mercantilist policies – encouraged exports to pay for change

b. Simplified Russian alphabet – schools for math, science, engineering

c. Rebellion was squashed – 1000 rebels tortured and corpses outside left outside walls

Peter Expands Russia’s Borders

A. Seeking a warm water route

a. Free of ice unlike the north

b. Unable to defeat Ottomans to get it

B. Great Northern War

a. Defeated Swedes and took territory along the Baltic

C. Building St. Petersburg

a. Drained swamps around city

b. Italian artists created architecture in Italian style – symbol of modern Russia

D. Blazing Trails to the Pacific

a. Vitus Bering explored Bering Strait
b. Claims to California, Alaska

c. Largest country

E. Legacy

a. Ended isolation, expanded territory, westernized it, built army

b. Enforced absolute power – nobles took this idea but not the good

Catherine the Great

· many ineffective rulers in the Romanov family until Catherine the Great

A. Rise to Power

a. Husband assassinated and she takes the throne
B. An Enlightened Ruler
a. State education for boys and girls

b. Loved French thinkers, customs, language

C. A Ruthless Absolute Monarch

a. Repressed serfs trying to revolt

b. Boyars exempted from taxes

c. Took warm water route in Black Sea from Ottomans

D. Partitions of Poland

a. Divided up Poland with Prussia and Austria

