Causes of the French Revolution

1. French society was divided 

a. First estate – clergy

b. Second estate – noblemen

c. Third estate – everybody else

2. church 10% of land, collected tithes and paid no taxes

a. condemned the enlightenment

3. Nobles had the best jobs

a. Govt. army courts and church

b. Afraid they would lose right to not pay taxes

c. Economy was hurting them as well

4. Bourgeoisie

a. Rich upper middle class

i. Bankers, merchants, manufacturers, lawyers, doctors, journalists, professor

5. Peasants – some owned land

6. Urban workers- journeymen, apprentices, printers, cloth making

7. People were jealous of the upper class and social mobility

a. Why does social mobility make such a huge difference? – people never want to be told you can’t even though they may never try

8. slight increase in costs meant – could not afford bread

9. peasants had to provide unpaid labor

10. nobles attempted to bring back manor system

Financial Troubles
1. Wars

a. Seven Year’s War + American Revolution

2. Lavish court – borrowed money

3. poor crop yields – prices up

4. Jacques Necker – urged king to reduce court spending, reform govt., tariffs on internal trade, urged king to tax first and second estate

a. Dismissed after last one

Louis XVI call Estates-General
1. list of grievances prepared – cahiers or notebooks – problem of division in French society

2. Tennis Court Oath

a. Fought over right to vote – only land owners could do so – each group had one vote

b. 1st and 2nd always outvoted the third

c. Third estate locked out of meeting and met on nearby tennis court

i. Pledged to never leave until a constitution was created

ii. Louis XVI finally accepted after some nobles and clergy joined

Parisians storm the Bastille

1. demanded gunpowder

2. Commander refused and opened fire – crowd captured him and killed him

3. Today it is the independence day – Bastille day July 14th 1789
